Introduction
Molecular Biology and Evolution (MBE) publishes research at the interface of molecular (including genomics) and evolutionary biology. The journal publishes manuscripts containing patterns, processes, and predictions at all levels of population, taxonomic, functional, and phenotypic organizations. In addition to fundamental discoveries of broad scope and impact, MBE publishes new and improved methods, resources, technologies, and theories that significantly advance evolutionary research. This content is complemented by balanced reviews of recent developments in genome evolution and forwardlooking perspectives suggesting future directions in a field or application of molecular evolution. MBE is entirely owned by the Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution (SMBE) and is published by Oxford University Press in conjunction with HighWire Press.
In 2013, MBE continued to serve the scientific community by providing an even higher impact venue to publish scientific discoveries, methods, resources, reviews, and perspectives.
Content and Manuscript Processing
The MBE Editor-in-Chief (EiC) report contains information on manuscripts received and decisions rendered from July 1 to June 30 for each year. Table 1 provides the numbers of new and revised submissions received each year. It also summarizes the proportion of new manuscripts rejected. Most notably, a much larger number of new manuscripts were submitted to MBE this year, which is about 20% higher than the average number of submissions in the last 5 years. The rate of manuscript rejection also increased last year. The time taken for new submissions to receive the first editorial decision was less than 3 weeks, which includes an average of 1 week for manuscripts that were rejected by the board of editors without soliciting external reviews. MBE is publishing 240-300 manuscripts each year ( MBE now considers all preprints available on public servers (e.g., arXiv) to be unpublished. Authors can now make their manuscripts available on such public servers if they declare the intent to post their manuscript to public servers at the time of MBE submission and agree to use the Open Access license, if their manuscript is accepted. Many authors have declared release of the manuscript on public preprint servers, which indicates that MBE is serving needs of many members of the scientific community, who would like to disseminate their research immediately upon completion of the manuscript and receive feedback for improvements.
Impact Factors and Rankings
The 2013 impact factor (IF) for MBE is 14.3, which is higher than that in 2012. Based on the 2-year IF of nonreview journals, MBE is ranked #1 in Evolutionary Biology, #2 in Genetics & Heredity, and #5 in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, which are the three primary subject categories assigned to MBE in the Journal Citation Reports. Based on the 5-year IF of 10.5 in 2014, MBE rankings are #2, #6, and #12, respectively. These trends indicate that MBE is a high impact and highly ranked journal among its peers.
Journal Enhancements
With input from our authors and editors, MBE has made improvements to both the journal and the submission website (Scholar One). For each issue, multiple high quality artworks have been sent in by the authors as candidates for the journal cover. The MBE EiC and staff have worked closely with the authors in selecting the best cover image and requesting the authors to improve it to better fit MBE style. New cover images have given the journal a fresh look each month. In addition, MBE staff has conducted a survey of the editor's expertise and provided an "AE Expertise" link in Scholar One for Senior Editors (SEs) to locate the best Associate Editor (AE) for handling each manuscript.
Calls for Papers
In an effort to better serve our community, MBE issued multiple calls for papers, which have led to an expansion of the breadth of topics covered. In the current year, MBE has received many new manuscripts (numbers in parentheses) in response to the standing calls for papers since June 2013: Tree of Life (38), Evolution in Medicine (15), Evolutionary Genomics (45), Experimental Evolution (32), and Software and Database Updates (19). The rejection rate for these manuscripts was slightly higher than unsolicited submissions (86%).
Citation Classics
MBE announced the second annual citation classics, which are divided into Recent Classics (past 5 years) and Early Classics . Only 1% of more than 5,000 articles published in MBE are given the citation classic designation. In the 2014 edition, there were seven new entrants in the Recent Classics category, which had the highest number of citations per year among the articles published in the last 5 years. There were four new entrants in the Early Classics category, which had the highest number of citations per year among the articles published before 2009.
Press Releases
MBE Press office was created this past year with the recruitment of Joe Caspermeyer, who is an experienced scientific writer in the field of Molecular Biology. MBE Press has developed 39 press releases to date, which were provided to media outlets, trade publications, and news media blogs. With this development, articles published in MBE are gaining wider exposure to the general public and scientists. MBE Press releases have been consistently picked up by major media outlets, with some making it into top ranked outlets including Time magazine and USA Today. You can find recent MBE press releases on Google by searching for "Molecular Biology and Evolution" and selecting the "News" category. They are also available from the MBE online (click the "MBE Press Releases" link).
Board of Editors
The MBE Board of Editors currently consists of 52 AEs, 11 SEs, and 1 EiC. This year, EiC chose to keep the editorial board unchanged, as it underwent a major overhaul that was reported last year to the Council. Based on the performance and workload of the current board members as well as the upcoming end of term of many editors, EiC will be making many new appointments for which the advice of SEs will be extensively employed.
Conclusion
I wish to all the MBE editors. They have served us well and graciously put up with my constant nagging even during their really busy times. All of us are grateful to Elizabeth (Liz) Raffaele, who served as MBE Editorial Assistant (EA) for 15 years and retired this summer. Liz plans to keep her residence in Australia and travel with her husband during her retirement. We all wish her a fond farewell and good luck in all future endeavors. MBE welcomes Marjorie Gillis as its new EA. Marjorie is based in Arizona and has been working with MBE editors and authors since January 2014, where she assisted Liz and the EiC. We also welcome Brooke Insley in OUP production, who took over MBE duties from Kelly Lenox. With all their help, MBE operations have been running smoothly and efficiently. 
